
The case for earmarking 10% of the research budgets 
via citizen conventions 

Major companies such as Thalès, Dassault, Airbus, and Safran are among the leading private  
stakeholders in France to benefit from European public funding for research. Meanwhile, many  
research areas (such as agroecology, health impacts of pollution, low-tech solutions, etc.) that  
are less capital-intensive and more sustainable suffer from a severe lack of financial resources.
These  choices  have  wide-ranging  consequences:  today's  research  investments  shape  the  
societies of  tomorrow.  Yet  such funding decisions  are  made without  democratic debate.  For  
example, the «France 2030» plan, which provides for €35 billion in investment in research and  
innovation,  was  voted  on  in  the  French  National  Assembly in  just  45  minutes  without  any  
substantive debate. 

To prevent industrial lobbies from deciding our future, we advocate that at least 10% of the  
research budget be guided by Citizen Conventions.

Why we must act now
 💰 For the period 2021-2027, the European Union has allocated  €100 billion for public 

research. This budget line, the third largest in the EU, is set every six years. In the summer 
of 2025, the European Commission have started making decisions on the next budget and 
could well follow the same path as the United States, placing scientific production solely in 
the hands of industrial interests.

The current European framework program already places a strong emphasis on overrated 
scientific fields focused on technological development to promote economic and industrial 
growth. However, if certain areas of research, such as biotechnology, are overfunded, we 
can expect to see the results of this research on our plates sooner or later, such as GMOs!

 🌟 There is another path,  though. Rather than continuing to head for disaster, we could 
begin redirecting public funds by supporting  « undone »  science.  This type of research, 
often less high-tech, can provide sustainable solutions that benefit society while being less 
expensive. 

We  could  for  example  consider  further  studying  human  exposure  to  various  types  of 
pollution by  conducting  research  on  chemical,  food  and  noise  pollutants  and  their 
combinations, as well as investigating the socioeconomic or psychological conditions that 
impact people’s health. Such an ‘exposome’ approach would enable us to better understand 
and address the causes of chronic  diseases,  which affect  everyone,  especially the most 
vulnerable populations.



How this can be achieved 

🗣️ Greater transparency and more democratic debates.  Currently,  closed-door meetings 
are  the  norm when it  comes  to  scientific decisions.  At  the  European level,  a  group of 
experts known as the High-Level Group, one-third of whom are business leaders, influences 
the definition of the next framework program. At national  level,  the  National  Thematic 
Groups  (GTN)  negotiate  French  priorities  for  European  research  funding  without  the 
presence of NGOs. Representatives from industry therefore have free rein and are  over-
represented in these bodies, which promote areas of research in line with their interests.

 ✅ A  Citizen Convention could bring some fresh air into democratic decision-making on 
research  funding:  this  procedure  gives  all  experts  an  equal  say  and  encourages  the 
exchange of knowledge. It improves the judgement of randomly selected participants who 
have no vested interests. Last, it  brings transparency to a policy that has hitherto been 
decided behind closed doors. 

 We, the signatories of this petition, oppose the exclusion of citizens and parliamentarians❌  
from decision-making processes about research funding, for it is a blind spot for democracy. 

We urge: 
• Parliamentarians to shed light on opaque mechanisms through a fact-finding mission 

on the research budget
• Regions,  the  State  and  the  EU  to  convene  Citizen  Conventions  on  research 

programming in order for at least 10% of the budget to be earmarked by and for all.

For more information (website in French): https://horizon-terre.org/10-2/ 
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