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During the citizen mobilizations of COP21 (The 2015 United Nations Climate
Change Conference) held in Paris, SC spoke out about climate manipulation
and how it considers it a false solution. 
Geo-engineering think of that solution as a “rational” of dealing with climate
change. Let’s show its limits and dangers. Geo-engineering techniques are
divided into 2 categories: capturing CO² to transfer it to other
compartments: (Soil, biomass), and reducing solar emissions.

Certain techniques sound more like science-fiction: like launching millions
of mirrors into space to create a “spatial parasol”, but some sound more
realistic with our currents means of productions and are already being
tested in labs.
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GEO-ENGINEERING: 
A FALSE SOLUTION BY NATURE 

Geo-engineering reassembles all the emerging techniques consisting in
controlling climate at a large scale.  
As an answer to the climatic negotiations of the last years, geo-engineering
established itself as the solution and an appealing “plan B” to many actors.
Besides, compensating the climatic variations would allow us not to question
our current CO² emissions, and our global system. 
To paint it in a positive light, its promoters often silence its risks and doubts:
scientist, environmentalists, diplomats and ethics experts question those
techniques. 



EARTH AS A LAB

The problem with modifying climate on a large scale is the lack of ways to
experiment with this technology. Experiments such as: pulverizing sulfur
unto the atmosphere are impossible on a small scale. There’s no way of
testing them without a “full-scale” experiment: therefore, making every
person on earth a lab rat. 
To answer this critique, scientists approving geo-engineering started making
smaller experiments with no real regulation of those. Moreover, those
experiments are, by nature, impossible of answering important questions
related to climate manipulation: ethics. 

MORE THAN TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES 

Geo-engineering is an attack to the complex balance of Earth’s ecosystems
which are unpredictable. However, there’s more to it: the diplomatic and
democratic aspects of it. Geo-engineering could have different effects
based on location and could modify local climates. 
Therefore, how can we balance potentially destructive consequences to
those populations? How will we decide which government or instance has
authority on those experiments? 
Those solutions are an attempt at not modifying our current lifestyles,
whereas small part of the population makes almost all CO² emissions. 

TECHNOSCIENCE AS A REMEDY TO 
ALL ACHES AND PAINS? 

Geo-engineering is a prime example of a philosophy in which all problems
made by technology shall be fixed by more technology. However, the doubts
and uncertainties of its methods far surpass the benefits. 
The choice of experimenting or envisaging them should be carefully discussed.
Those choices could have irreversible consequences on climate change. To
promote and experiment on the Plan B that is geo-engineering will
undoubtedly lessen the engagement on “Plan A”: simply reducing our CO²
emissions. There’s still 20 000 billion dollars for fossil energy companies to
profit from in our earth and the only way for them to profit from it is if we don’t
put regulations in a near future. 
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WHAT TO EXCEPT FROM TEN

In conclusion, even though they are an important component of most climatic models, they are used as a negotiation
for climatic negotiations. The real potential of TEN is far from being able to compensate the current levels of
emissions. The european academies science advisory council states that “basing ourselves on TEN to compensate the
lack of carbon emission reduction would have serious implications for future generations”. Though they have a role in
fighting climate change, it’d be an illusion to think they could be enough to maintain the current emissions. Moreover,
those techniques aren’t risk free when it comes to food safety and biodiversity.
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